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About Dr. Hardin

Dr. Paul Hardin was trained as a molecular geneticist at Indiana and Brandeis Universities, and joined the
University of Houston faculty in 1995. He is one of five faculty members in the UH Biological Clocks
Program, one of the world@ leading centers for biological rhythms research.

Professor Hardin discovered that circadian oscillators, biological clocks that control daily rhythms such as
sleep-wake cycles and daily cycles of many hormones, are generated by a molecular feedback loop that
controls the expression of specific genes. He has gone on to define the relationships among many of
these genes, and recently discovered that circadian oscillators can produce profound effects on the
performance of animal sensory systems. In particular, he has been studying what component of the
olfactory system-- the sense of smell -- is controlled by the biological clock and what affects these
olfactory rhythms may have on behavior. His research, which has been conducted on the fruit fly
Drosophila melanogaster, is also pertinent to biological clock function in mammals, which share many of
the genes that comprise the molecular feedback loop.

Professor Hardin was awarded the prestigious Aschoff-Honma Prize for his research at a ceremony in
Sapporo, Japan, on Sept. 8, 2003.

About Sigma Xi

Sigma Xi is a research honor society whose mission is to enhance the health of the research enterprise,
foster integrity in science, and promote the public's understanding of science for the purpose of improving
the human condition. There are over 500 Sigma Xi chapters nationwide, one of which is at the University
of Houston.
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